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TAGS: PGOV PINT UK 

SUBJECT: THE LIBERALS QUARANTINE THORPE 

1 . IN A MOVE TO LIMIT POTENTIAL DAMAGE TO HIS 
PARTY'S CAUSE IN THE COMING GENERAL ELECTION, 

LIBERAL LEADER DAVID STEEL YESTERDAY ANNOUNCED 
THAT FORMER LEADER JEREMY THORPE, UNDER INDICTMENT 
FOR CONSPIRACY TO MURDER, WILL TAKE NO PART IN THE 
LIBERALS' NATIONAL CAMPAIGN. NEITHER DO LIBERAL 
SPOKESMEN INTEND TO APPEAR ON THORPE'S BEHALF IN 

HIS NORTH DEVON CONSTITUENCY. MR. STEEL HAS ALSO 
ASSUMED - AS A "TEMPORARY MEASURE" - THORPE'S 
DUTIES AS PARTY SPOKESMAN FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

2. PERHAPS COINCIDENTALLY, IT WAS DISCLOSED LAST 
WEEK THAT THORPE'S ARRAIGNMENT, ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED 
FOR SEPTEMBER 12, THE PLANNED OPENING DATE OF THE 
LIBERAL PARTY CONFERENCE, HAD BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL 
OCTOBER 7. 

3. COMMENT: THE LIBERAL PARTY'S NATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
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HAS NOW DONE ABOUT ALL IT CAN TO MINIMIZE THE IMPACT 
OF THE THORPE AFFAIR. GIVEN THE CONTINUING SUPPORT 
FOR THORPE BY HIS CONSTITUENCY ORGANIZATION AND THE 
STRICT OBSERVANCE BY OPPOSITION PARTIES OF THE CODE 
OF DISCREET PUBLIC SILENCE WHICH PREVAILS HERE IN 
SUCH MATTERS, THE NATIONAL LIBERAL PARTY COULD DO 
LITTLE MORE EVEN IF THEY WISHED TO. 
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